The Resurrection

for SATB choir, soloists and organ

David Pennant

A Sequel to the Crucifixion by John Stainer, my Great Grandfather.

Stainer's Crucifixion lasts about fifty minutes, and ends with the death on the cross.
It was after singing in a performance at Southwell in April 2014 that | wondered
about creating a sequel along the same lines, to give the story of the Resurrection
appearances. The work lasts thirty-five minutes, so that the two works with an
interval between them makes a programme of a satisfactory length.

The opening picks up Stainer's music representing darkness, using it as a bridge to
the darkness of the Sunday morning at the tomb. It also happens to be the most
harmonically advanced music in Stainer's work, which makes a good link to the
increased dissonance of the twenty-first century.

As with Stainer's work, the piece has amateur choirs in mind, and soloists can be
chosen from within their ranks. The organ part could be performed without a pedal
board if required; however, the deep sounds of a pedal board should be used where
possible. Much of the choral singing is unaccompanied, but the organ may double if
necessary. The varying musical styles of the five choral numbers are in line with the
gospel message going out to every tribe and nation. As regards variety of mood,
while the resurrection is cause for rejoicing, it is also cause for awe and reflection.

The three main solo parts are Mary + Cleopas (Soprano), Narrator + Disciple (Bass)
and Jesus (Bass). Thomas (Tenor) and Peter (Tenor) have less to sing. For the brief
tutti parts in number 10, singers can sing their choice of the three notes at any pitch
at will. Make sure A is the lowest note to be sung. In number 11, the two short
sections of text in bars 30 and 57 should be spoken by a member of the choir and
Jesus at the pauses. All the basses can sing the Priests' part in number 12.
Metronome marks are to give an idea only.

The three hymns are hopefully sufficiently well-known for all to join in. Lower voices
can repeat We Shall Overcome in the final one, while higher voices sing John
Brown's Body. The freedom from slavery theme of the hymns is suitable to the
resurrection to my mind.
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4. Hymn: Praise to the Lord of Glory

Melody attributed to

Jeremiah Clarke
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5. On the Road (Cleopas, Disciple, Jesus)
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6. I am sending you (Evangelist, Jesus)
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7. The Message (SATB)
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10. Doubting Thomas (Thomas, Evangelist, Jesus)
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12. Making Plans (Evangelist, Priests)
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13. Go Forth (Jesus, SATB)
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14. Hymn: My Eyes have Seen

Julia Ward Howe etc. Melody attributed to
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